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PART 1 PART 2
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Part 1 provides an introduction
and informative background to
the English planning system and
application process. 

It aims to arm you with the 
expert knowledge you need 
to effectively participate in the 
democratic planning process.

Part 2 sets out clear, key steps
you should take to effectively
respond to a planning application
in your area.
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www.cpre.org.uk

For more information 
about the English 
planning system and the 
work of CPRE please 
visit our website.

How to use this
guide
The guide has been produced in two parts to inform and enable you
to act. If you are completely new to planning, we recommend
reading Part 1 first, which will provide you with the facts and
information about the process. 

If you would like a refresh on a particular topic e.g. permitted
development rights, you can go straight to that section from the
table of contents. 
If you already have a good understanding of the planning process, 
but would like further assistance in responding to an application 
you can head straight to Part 2. 

Key words are highlighted in bold throughout the guide. To find 
out further information about each key term please refer to the 
glossary of terms at the end of the guide.

Purpose of this guide
This planning guide has been produced by CPRE, the countryside charity, to help
everyone navigate and understand the planning application process in England. This
guide condenses technical info simply to help make understanding the planning
system accessible to everyone.

Whether you have a particular interest, or more general concerns about the 
type of change your area needs, this guide will help you understand the key 
planning issues and present your views effectively.

The guide is split into
two main sections:
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How to use this
guide

Purpose of this guide

The guide is split into
two main sections:
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This planning guide has been produced by CPRE, the countryside charity and NALC, 
to help everyone navigate and understand the planning application process in 
England. This guide condenses technical info simply to help make understanding 
the planning system accessible to everyone.

Whether you have a particular interest, or more general concerns about the
type of change your area needs, this guide will help you understand the key 
planning issues and present your views effectively.

The guide has been produced in two parts to inform and enable  
you to act. If you are completely new to planning, we recommend 
reading Part 1 first, which will provide you with the facts and 
information about the process.

If you would like a refresh on a particular topic e.g. permitted 
development rights, you can go straight to that section from the 
table of contents. If you already have a good understanding of the 
planning process, but would like further assistance in responding  
to an application you can head straight to Part 2.

Key words are highlighted in bold throughout the guide. To find 
out further information about each key term please refer to the 
glossary of terms at the end of the guide




































