
Churchyards and Cemeteries:
Where nature recovery starts



‘I like that ancient Saxon phrase, 
which calls the burial ground God’s Acre’ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow



     

Ancient Yews  at least 800 years, no known upper limit

Veteran Yews 500 to 1200  years 

Notable Yews 300 to 700 years 



Ancient Yew Group website



Redwing and Hawfinch



Ancient 
Meadow













Protected land and species

In England 4,921 
burial grounds 
within 1km of a 
SSSI and 9,462 
within 2km

In England and 
Wales 2,927 
species that are on 
the Red Data List 
have been found in 
burial grounds







Start your recovery where nature is 
still present, make small changes



Welcoming More Wildlife

• Create a meadow

• Look after your veteran 

   trees

• Give wildlife a home 

• Be a little untidy

• Plant for pollinators



Create a meadow
• In a sunny area currently short mown

• Start small

• Leave uncut for 3 to 4 months – no longer



Look after your veteran trees

• Clear saplings

• Don’t store anything 
under the canopy

• Clear ivy from yews



Give wildlife a home and be untidy
• Bird and bat boxes

• Bug hotels, hedgehog 
homes

• Compost heaps

• Deadwood and stone piles

• Rough corners



Plant for pollinators

• Use wildflowers and 
herbs for decorative 
planting such as 
Viper’s Bugloss

• Early and late season 
flowers for 
bumblebees

• Simple flower shapes 
for insects to enter



Welcoming People Too!

• Make a plan

• Short grass in key areas

• Let people know 

• Run an event

• Record what you see





Short grass in key areas
• By the church and entrances

• A strip against path edges

• Regularly visited graves

• War graves and memorials

• Meandering paths through meadow area



Let people know

• Signs and posters on 
site

• Notice boards and 
parish newsletters

• Local radio and press



Run an event



Record what you see:
Churches Count on Nature 7th to 15th June



Beautiful Burial Ground 
feedback, over 1,000 responses

Did you enjoy today’s session?    90% YES

Have you done this sort of thing before?  74% NO

Following the session, how likely are you to volunteer in this 
or another burial ground?    59% YES

Do you value burial grounds more as a result of today’s 
session?       80% YES



To summarise:
Burial grounds are hotspots of biodiversity including rarities

They are arks for our ‘common’ species too

Small changes to management make big differences

They are great places for engaging people with nature, for 

volunteering and citizen science

They are storing carbon in trees and grassland soils

Caring for God’s Acre can help

PLEASE JOIN IN & JOIN CARING FOR GOD’S ACRE!



Thank you

Harriet Carty

harriet@cfga.org.uk
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