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JAN SNELL AWARD 2023
This is awarded to a Town or Parish Council who has over the last 3 years accomplished a significant improvement for their local community.
Do you feel your Town or Parish Council has achieved something extra special during this period?

Have you achieved Local Council Award Scheme Status?

Provided an extra service for your Parishioners?

Have you worked in partnership in any particular project e.g. rebuilding your Village Hall?

Or is there anything else that you feel your Town or Parish Council deserves to be recognised for in 2023?

Please forward applications for this prestigious award to SALC, Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury SY2 6ND, (or email alc@shropshire.gov.uk) to be received no later than Monday 16th October.  This Award will be presented at the AGM on 3rd November.
(………………………………………………………………(
Name of Parish Council: - Childs Ercall Parish Council
Contact person name:  Barbara Pearce Clerk  eMail cepcclerk@gmail.com

Brief outline of your project; Childs Ercall Village Play Park
The parents and Children of the North Shropshire village of  Childs Ercall now have a new safe and welcoming place to meet and play following a three-year-long community park project reached its conclusion (Sept 2020)
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Residents young and old from all corners of Childs Ercall and further afield have been involved in raising vital funds for the new £69,000 play park, which was officially opened October 2020. Chairman of Childs Ercall Parish Council, Councillor Anne Cadden, said the play park project was a collaborative effort between the council, community, local authority officials and businesses. “This project has only been possible with the support of residents, businesses and key organisations and we would like to thank everyone for their hard work,” she said. “We’ve seen some fantastic community-led initiatives from weekly car washes and quizzes to local farm walks, Christmas parties and Easter trails to help us raise vital funds needed for the project and we have received some generous support from local businesses. “We cannot thank everyone enough and we are all absolutely delighted that the new playground will soon be open for families to spend time outdoors.” Villagers set up the Childs Ercall Playground Committee in 2017 after Shropshire Council officials deemed the park unsafe and closed it down. Mrs Cadden said: “It was a real loss to the community at the time but we have come such a long way and we hope everyone will enjoy the new park facilities. “There are lots of exciting bits of equipment which we are sure the children will find challenging and fun to use and we’re hoping to provide seating so that parents can relax whilst keeping an eye on the safety of their children at the same time.” The new park has been made possible with a £40,000 grant from Shropshire Council’s Community Infrastructure Levy Local Fund, a £15,000 National Lottery grant and more than £14,000 raised from community events.

Bringing the story right up to date, this amazing facility now attracts families from far and wide and has acted as a springboard to the revitalisation of activities in the village hall itself along with the green that it hosts. The village green now has 4 resident football teams (2 boys and 2 girls) that enjoy both this facility and the wonderful pop-café service that now operates in the village hall.

This project has highlighted to us – Childs Ercall Parish Council, how one initiative, albeit challenging at times to execute, can lead to so much more and in turn can act as a catalyst in bringing a whole community together with the resulting improvement in village life for young and old alike.

Jan Snell was a former long standing Deputy Secretary for the Association, and this award is in her memory.


